
Developing & Fostering 
a Braided Approach in 
Indigenous Education 



Land Acknowledgement
The Alberta Teachers’ Association 

acknowledges Treaty 6 territory— the 
ancestral and traditional territory of the Cree, 
Dene, Blackfoot, Saulteaux, Nakota Sioux, as 
well as the Métis. We acknowledge the many 
First Nations, Métis and Inuit whose footsteps 
have marked these lands for generations. We 

are grateful for the traditional Knowledge 
Keepers and Elders who are still with us today 

and those who have gone before us. We 
recognize the land as an act of reconciliation 

and gratitude to those whose territory we 
reside on or are visiting.





• 11 directly relate to education
• 75 % fundamentally relate to 

education



What is Reconciliation?

https://www.tvo.org/video/what-is-reconciliation-indigenous-educators-have-
their-say

https://www.tvo.org/video/what-is-reconciliation-indigenous-educators-have-their-say


“Get comfortable with the uncomfortable. 
Difficult conversations have to walk towards 
the truth and not turn away” – Jesse Wente





http://www.oecd.org/education/Supporting-Success-for-Indigenous-Students.pdf

http://www.oecd.org/education/Supporting-Success-for-Indigenous-Students.pdf


Common formula in schools that are successfully 
supporting Indigenous students: 

• An inspirational leader 
• Capable and committed staff 
• Strong relationships with students, parents 
and local communities 
• The use of every possible lever to engage and 
support students to be successful 
• Sustained commitment to achieve 
improvements. 

http://www.oecd.org/education/Supporting-Success-for-Indigenous-Students.pdf

http://www.oecd.org/education/Supporting-Success-for-Indigenous-Students.pdf


What is your plan?

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/0b20b5ca-
f6a0-49d8-b28b-35d50a1fb422

• How do you know that you 
are impacting change?

• How are you measuring 
wholeness?

• What are your indicators of 
success and achievement? 

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/0b20b5ca-f6a0-49d8-b28b-35d50a1fb422


Traditional Games: Fostering a 
Braided Approach



http://befitforlife.ca/resources/move-and-play-through-traditional-games-cards

http://befitforlife.ca/resources/move-and-play-through-traditional-games-cards


Traditional Dance: Fostering a 
Braided Approach

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kgm1HKPFzIc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kgm1HKPFzIc


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOTUP9CoXBQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOTUP9CoXBQ


Reconciliation Initiatives



https://fncaringsociety.com/honouring-memories-planting-dreams

https://fncaringsociety.com/honouring-memories-planting-dreams


“When it comes to culture, you’re never 
going to be right, but you’re never going to 
be wrong.  You’re never going to be right if 
you are not open to other perspectives and 
you’re never going to be wrong if you act 
with an open heart” – Elder Kirby Bird, Paul 
First Nation



Continue the Conversation …
My ATA > Professional 
Development > Indigenous 
Education and Walking 
Together

walkingtogether@ata.ab.ca

teachers.ab.ca
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