
FIRST NATIONS, MÉTIS AND INUIT EDUCATION GATHERING SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE FANTASYLAND HOTEL 
APRIL 20 – 22, 2020 

 
 

TIME MONDAY, APRIL 20 (REGISTRATION REQUIRED) 
2:30 – 4:00 
PM 

PRE-CONFERENCE SESSIONS       
1. River Lots 23 and 24 Tour: Landbased Learning and Local Heritage Resources (Sharon Morin)  

Address: #4 Mission Ave St. Albert Grain Elevator Park 

 
2. iHuman Youth Activism Through Art and Culture (Keith Callihoo) 

Address: 9635 102A Avenue NW, Edmonton  

TIME MONDAY, APRIL 20 (CONFERENCE) EVENING LOCATION 
5:00 – 7:00 PM Registration Foyer 
7:00 – 8:15 PM Grand Entry and Flag Ceremony  

Welcome to the Territory and Announcement of the Grand Entry – Wilson Bearhead   
First Nations & Métis Opening Prayer and Lighting of the Qulliq  
Welcome to the Gathering – Barry Litun, CASS Executive Director 
Greetings from Honourable Adriana LaGrange – Minister of Education 

Beverly Hills 
Ballroom 

 

8:15 – 9:00 PM New Blood Production http://www.newblooddance.com/  Beverly Hills 
Ballroom 

9:00 – 11:00 PM Reception (appetizers only; no meal and no alcohol will be served) Beverly Hills 
Ballroom 

TIME TUESDAY, APRIL 21 LOCATION 
7:00 – 7:30 AM Pipe Ceremony (both men and women)   Chianti Room (#6) 
7:00 – 8:15 AM Registration and Buffet Breakfast Foyer 
8:15 – 9:30 AM Welcome & Introductions, Opening Prayer  

Keynote Speaker – Sean Lessard https://www.edcan.ca/articles/the-red-worn-runners/  
Beverly Hills 

Ballroom 
9:30 – 10:00 AM WELLNESS AND NETWORKING BREAK (NO FOOD) 
SESSION 1 
 
(10:00 –  
11:00 AM) 

Inukifying My Writing 
Aviaq Johnson  
repeated in session 4 

The “Sixties Scoop”:  
Understanding Implications 
& Contributing towards 
Reconciliation  
Melissa Purcell  

Restoring Student Well Being in 
Tsuut'ina Schools Through 
Traditional Practices 
Cameron Crowchild, Randy 
Dodginghorse and Teena 
Starlight  

Being in Good Relation - The 
Critical Role of Lead Teachers 
in Creating Ethical Spaces 
Elder Wilson Bearhead,  
Cheryl Devin, Kyla Sorel, 
Courtney Richard, Dave 
McKinnon and Khrysty Devos  

Paths to Reconciliation 
Charlene Bearhead 
(Royal Canadian 
Geographic Society)  
 

Darkspark - Four Directions 
Project in Wolf Creek Public 
Schools 
Shelagh Hageman and 
Josephine Small  
 

Working Together Towards 
Reconciliation 
Layla Dumont  

Re:location 
Michelle Chaput  
(Royal Canadian Geographic 
Society)  
repeated in session 2 

Addressing Métis 
Education in the New 
TQS 
Lisa Cruickshank 

11:00 – 11:30 AM WELLNESS AND NETWORKING BREAK  
SESSION 2 
 
(11:30 AM – 
12:30 PM) 

How to Incorporate Métis 
Education into Your 
Classroom While 
Addressing the New TQS 
Lisa Cruikshank 

Finding Our Way in 
Indigenous Education for 
School Leaders: 
Connecting Hearts & Minds 
Melissa Purcell 

Safe Space, Safe Place - 
Elementary Schools  
Seneca Crowe, Sarah Choo and 
Cheryl Devin 

Partners In Place: Finding 
Truth on the Pathway to 
Reconciliation 
Phil Butterfield and  
Sarah Heimbecker  

“We’re missing something if 
we don't work together”: 
Exploring How to Foster 
Meaningful Relationships 
Between Indigenous 
Families and Schools 
Dr. Emily Milne and John 
Holmes 

CASS Guide to Relationships 
and Learning with the 
Indigenous Peoples of Alberta 
Elizabeth Gouthro and  
Crystal Clark 

Calgary Catholic School 
District:  A Holistic 
Approach to Indigenous 
Education 
Andrea Holowka, Patricia 
McCallum, Angela Houle 
and Ashley Ruben 

Re:location  
Michelle Chaput  
(Royal Canadian Geographic 
Society)  
repeaed from session 1 

Survival of Indigenous 
Languages 
Lorraine Cardinal-Roy 
and Julia McDougall  

12:30 – 1:30 PM LUNCH – MOOSE HIDE CAMPAIGN IN ALBERTA (10 MINUTES) 
1:30 PM – 2:00 PM Inspiration from two young Indigenous Authors: Aviaq Johnston and Bella Morrisseau Whiskeyjack https://fortsaskonline.com/local/nine-year-old-advocate-s-story-recognized-by-united-nations  
SESSION 3 
 
(2:15 - 4:00 PM) 
 

Treaty 8 
Teachings and Dialogues 
with Elders and youth from 
Treaty 8 

Treaty 7 
Teachings and Dialogues 
with Elders and youth from 
Treaty 7 

Treaty 6 
Teachings and Dialogues  
with Elders and youth from  
Treaty 6 

nîpawistamâsowin: We Will 
Stand Up 
National Film Board of 
Canada 

Teaching the Anthropocene 
through Indigenous and 
Western Science  
Michelle Chaput  
repeated in session 4 

BC Initiatives with The Warrior 
Club, Moose Hide Campaign 
and the REDress Project  
Brian Coleman and Gail 
Stromquist (BCTF) 

Inter-generational Healing: 
Moving from Chaos to 
Resilience 
Kerrie Moore 
 

Indigenous Land Based 
Learning - An Aspen View 
Experience 
Desmond Nolan 
 

Moss Bag Teachings 
Dorothy Courtereille 
 

 
 

http://www.newblooddance.com/
https://www.edcan.ca/articles/the-red-worn-runners/
https://fortsaskonline.com/local/nine-year-old-advocate-s-story-recognized-by-united-nations


5:30 – 6:00 PM 
6:00 – 7:30 PM 
7:30 – 8:30 PM 

Banquet Reception (mix and mingle) 
Banquet 
Keynote Speaker: Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond https://news.ubc.ca/2018/04/26/mary-ellen-turpel-lafond-joins-ubc/    

Beverly Hills 
Ballroom 

 

TIME WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22 LOCATION 
7:00 – 7:30 AM Pipe Ceremony (both men and women)  Chianti Room (#6) 
7:00 – 8:15 AM Registration and Buffet Breakfast Foyer 
8:15 – 9:30 AM Welcome & Introductions, Opening Prayer  

Keynote Speaker – Youth Panel Moderated by Michael Redhead Champagne https://www.ayomovement.com/michael.html  
Beverly Hills 

Ballroom 
9:30 – 10:00 AM WELLNESS AND NETWORKING BREAK (NO FOOD) 
SESSION 4 
(10:00– 11:00 
AM) 

Moose Hide Campaign - Education to 
End Violence Starts Here  
Seneca Crowe 

mino bimadisiwin (The 
Good Life) and Community 
in the Classroom 
Michael Redhead 
Champagne 
 

Canadian Geographic- 
Anthroposene  
Michelle Chaput 

School Councils - Building 
Bridges 
Wendy Keiver and  
Celeste Burdinsky 

Indigenous Cinema and 
Digital Media for the 
Classroom: New Resources 
from the National Film 
Board of Canada  
Ross Johnstone 

Inukifying My Writing 
Aviaq Johnson  
repeated from session 1 

Our Allies and our Partners 
The Parents  
Genevieve Fox, Marie 
Shade and Carolyn Weasel 
Fat  

Education for 
Reconciliation: Examining 
Public Attitudes Regarding 
the Role of Schools in 
Reconciliation Processes 
Dr. Terry Wotherspoon and 
Dr. Emily Milne  

Introduction to Inuit 
Culture 
Goota Demarais 

11:00 – 11:10 AM WELLNESS AND NETWORKING BREAK (NO FOOD) 
11:10 – 11:50 AM Closing Keynote: Cheryl McKenzie - Witness to conference and calls to action https://aptnnews.ca/author/cmckenzie/  Beverly Hills 

Ballroom 
11:50 AM –  
12:10 PM 

Closing Ceremony and Retire the Flags Beverly Hills 
Ballroom 

12:10 – 1:00 PM Lunch and Prize Draws 
 
There will be a beautiful Indigenous Artisan Market Place for some unique opportunities to shop and support local Indigenous artisans. The Market Place is located in the hallway space by the banquet office outside Room 16.  
 
In appreciation for the presenters sharing their expertise, CASS will make a donation on their behalf to the iHuman Youth Society. http://ihumanyouthsociety.org  
 
 

https://news.ubc.ca/2018/04/26/mary-ellen-turpel-lafond-joins-ubc/
https://www.ayomovement.com/michael.html
https://aptnnews.ca/author/cmckenzie/
http://ihumanyouthsociety.org/

