A College of
S Alberta School
\ Superintendents

Alberta Education

>

->:
>
2

The intent of a CASS Learning Guide is to apply
research, deepen understanding and enhance

M i n iste ri a l O rd e r o n Stu d e nt professional practice within the Alberta context. With

Learning
#028/2020

a focus on optimum learning for all students, a
Learning Guide provides an opportunity to grow
system leader knowledge, resulting in quality school
leadership and quality teaching throughout Alberta.

Summary Points

What is a Ministerial Order? (MO)

A Ministerial Order is an order created under the
authority granted to a Minister under a statue or
regulation. Significant decisions of Government are
executed through Ministerial Orders. Ministerial Orders
can also make regulations. The MO became effective
upon signing and the legislation became effective
immediately. Minister of Education, Adriana La Grange
made the order pursuant to section 18(2)(b) of the
Education Act. https://www.alberta.ca/ministerial-
order-on-student-learning.aspx

The new ministerial order emphasizes civic virtues,
core knowledge, and outcomes students need to
succeed in school and throughout life. Outcomes for
Learning are organized into three categories:
Knowledge Development, Character Development and
Community Engagement. Numeracy and Literacy
remain a central focus for learning. Skill development
for both continues to be a priority to be infused into all
subjects and grades.

Adelee Penner from the Edmonton Regional Learning
Consortium (ERLC) synthesized the Ministerial Order
into 14 Key Skills as important for consideration in
implementation.
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The summarized 14 skills are included on the CASS
Curriculum Role Alike Padlet.
https://padlet.com/adminCASS/5zetx5jg3aeauwv4

Acknowledgements

The skill statements representing the MO will provide the
foundation for student learning in Alberta.

. The purpose of the Ministerial Order is to set the vision for future curriculum.
Key Skills
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These aro the skills that students across Alberta must have opportunities to

Students will
understand the
rights and benefits
of democratic
citizenship and
their personal and

Students wil
demanstrate a
commItmEnt to the
commeon good by
exercising

compassion, empathy,

and support for each

other in our diverse
society,

“Overall guidelines for drafting the curriculum will be
consistent with the ministerial order on student learning.”
The Guiding Framework for the Design and Development of
K-12 Provincial Curriculum December 2020
https://www.alberta.ca/curriculum-development.aspx

The Ministerial Order #028/2020 will be the lens that is used
to create the:
e Business plan
e Finance Manual
e Guide to Education
e Curriculum and all other Education Legislation and
Policy documents.

Professional thanks to the delegates who attended this session and contributed as well as to ERLC/ARPDC who collaborated on this session design and delivery.
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Connections with Alberta Context
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The CASS SLQS, LQS, and TQS image symbolizes Alberta’s
three professional practice standards.

The components of the SLQS include context, decision
making, leadership and optimum learning for all
students.

This MO is the legislation that overarches the three
standards of practice. Therefore, this new Ministerial Order
immediately changes the educational context in Alberta.
Superintendents are now required to analyze and to
understand the details of this MO in order to make
decisions about leadership knowledge and abilities to
apply in their roles as superintendents.

Research to Practice
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Itis the superintendent’s responsibility to ensure that those
employed within their school authority are also
knowledgeable about this MO. A superintendent’s ability to
speak to and implement this MO are key to them meeting
the competencies within the SLQS.

Superintendents play a fundamental role in leading and
establishing the conditions to enable the learning
aspirations and potential of all students. The two research
papers on the Padlet describe the pedagogy and the
learning conditions which are lived out in many of our
classrooms in Alberta. Superintendents must understand
and be able to speak to how current pedagogical practice
links to the new MO.

The new MO will serve as the lens through which priorities
and pedagogy are planned and implemented. System
Leaders including Superintendents together with Principals
will need to ensure that both the letter and spirit of the MO
come to life in Alberta classrooms.

“In my role as superintendent, our team will build coherence
into our plans based on the spirit of the ministerial order to
support our vision of providing meaningful learning
opportunities for students.”

Neil O’Shea, Superintendent Aspen View Public Schools

Additional Supports for System

Leadership Capacity

CASS Professional Learning, Resources and Research
https://cassalberta.ca/

Padlet link:
https://padlet.com/adminCASS/5zetx5jg3aeauwv4
ARPDC Ministerial Order Website - Resources to
support implementation.
https://sites.google.com/erlc.ca/ministerial-order-

0282020/home

@ Building Effective Relationships

& Modeling Commitment to Professional Learning

& Visionary Leadership

@ Leading Learning
@ Ensuring First Nations, Métis and Inuit Education for All Students
@ School Autherity Operations and Resources

Q Supporting Effective Governance

Professional thanks to the delegates who attended this session and contributed as well as to ERLC/ARPDC who collaborated on this session design and delivery.
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