
 
 
CASS 2021 Annual Conference Role Alike session “Reengaging Indigenous Students in their 
Learning” 
 
This topic was recommended by the CASS First Nations, Métis and Inuit Education Action 
committee to address the concern from many school districts about the lack of engagement 
of Indigenous students in their learning during the pandemic. The level of engagement might 
range from students who have dropped out of school, to those who are often present with 
little engagement in their learning or students who were actively engaged in their learning 
whether in person or virtually.  
 
Although the focus of the topic was reengaging Indigenous students, it was agreed that many 
of the reasons, strategies etc. could also be applicable to other students in a similar situation. 
Participants were asked to record their responses to three questions. 
 

1. What are the reasons for Indigenous students to be disengaged in their Learning? 
2. What strategies are effective in addressing these reasons? 
3. Are the reasons for disengagement a problem (are these issues that we have control 

over, want to spend time and resources on, solvable) or a condition (are issues that we 
have no control over and do not have the time or resources and we do not want to 
solve at this time) 

 
An outcome of this session was the recommendation to form a CASS ad hoc committee to 
come together to engage in discussion on how to welcome back Indigenous Students and 
their families  to their schools, what we need to prepare for with the intention to identify 
effective strategies that would be shared with all districts for the upcoming school year.  
 
Lori Pritchard, Director, CBE and Elizabeth Gouthro, Director, CASS will co-chair the 
committee. Please contact, elizabeth.gouthro@cass.ab.ca if you are interested in joining the 
committee or if you have any questions. 
 
Included are a few research articles that have identified the importance of the need to 
implementing effective strategies for venerable populations of students who have been 
impacted by the COVID pandemic.  
 
The latest edition of the CASS Connections https://cassalberta.ca/the-cass-connection/, 
Looking Back Moving Forward: Success and Opportunity Through Challenge has many 
excellent articles on how schools districts are currently responding to reengagement 
students in their learning and how to support wellness, critical component  to engagement in 
one’s learning for both students and staff. 
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https://cassalberta.ca/the-cass-connection/  
 
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-
student-learning-in-the-united-states-the-hurt-could-last-a-lifetime?cid=eml-web 
 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/pandemic-learning-gap-unesco-report-1.5888860 
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