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WHAT A SCREENER IS? 
AND

WHAT A SCREENER IS NOT?







THE RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI) 
MODEL
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WHAT HAPPENS IN OUR SCHOOLS TODAY?

32% of our students are reading below grade level

Teachers have limited knowledge of the foundational skills of literacy 
acquisition and how to teach them.



WHAT DO WE REALLY WANT?

If we are ok with the 32% keep doing what you have been doing. 

If we are not ok (and we shouldn’t), then what should we do? 
What do researchers recommend?

Researchers have long given their recommendation: 

SCREEN and INTERVENE as early as possible 



RIGOROUS READING ASSESSMENT…

a) Is valid, reliable, and grounded in scientifically-based reading research

b) Identifies students who may be at risk for reading failure or who are having difficulty 
learning to read. PREVENTION IS THE BEST INTERVENTION

c) Measures progress in skill areas (i.e., word recognition/decoding, vocabulary 
development, reading fluency, and reading comprehension)



THREE KINDS OF READING ASSESSMENTS

• A comprehensive reading program includes reading assessments to 
accomplish three purposes:

• Screening – Assessments that are administered to determine 
which children are at risk for reading difficulty and who will need 
additional intervention

• Diagnostic – Assessments that help teachers plan instruction by providing in-
depth information about students’ skills and instructional needs

• Progress Monitoring – Assessments that determine if students are making 
adequate progress or need more intervention to achieve grade level of 
reading outcomes



SCREENING ASSESSMENT

• The crucial issue for screening assessment is predictive validity – which children are likely 
to experience reading difficulties or currently experience reading difficulties?

• The primary purpose of screening assessment is to identify children early who need 
additional instructional intervention.

• Identification is not enough! Screening is only valuable when followed with additional 
instructional intervention so that students achieve grade level reading outcomes.



THE PROVINCIAL ASSESSMENTS



WHAT ASSESSMENTS WERE IN PLACE?
• More than 50% of the school divisions in AB were using Fountas & Pinnell. 

Barrett et al. (2024)  -- Same conclusion as in Barnes et al. (2016)



THE ONTARIO HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION REPORT 
(2022)

• Governments should make early literacy and numeracy screening mandatory.

• Screening as soon as Kindergarten

Access to these services is a human right, not a choice. 

Same recommendations made by Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission Report



THE PURPOSE OF THESE ASSESSMENTS

• To SCREEN for reading and mathematics difficulties

• To give some indication about the areas of literacy (or numeracy) that the child might be 
struggling with (decoding, fluency, comprehension)





LENS (PARRILA & KOHNEN, 2022)

SHOULD NOT BE THE 
ONLY MEASURE USED TO IDENTIFY 
CHILDREN WITH READING DIFFICULTIES.

This task was shared with teachers to help 
them identify what sounds their students 
know or not. 



CASTLES & COLTHEART – 3 (MEASURING 
DECODING)



WORD CHAINS (MEASURING FLUENCY)



SENTENCE-PICTURE MATCHING (MEASURING 
COMPREHENSION)



IDENTIFYING AT-RISK READERS REQUIRES NORMS

• Ideally, locally developed norms (ideally, updated every few years)



LITERACY STANDARDIZATION PROJECT: ENGLISH SCHOOLS

YEAR 1 2022-2023 Term 1: 
September

Term 2: January Term 3: May

Grade 1 321 students 323 students 324 students

Grade 2 327 students 325 students 305 students 

Grade 3 373 students 343 students 357 students 

YEAR 2 2023-2024 Term 1: 
September

Term 2: January Term 3: May

Grade 1 290 students 374 students 305 students

Grade 2 302 students 290 students 304 students

Grade 3 322 students 310 students 318 students

*Year 1: 19 schools

*Year 2: 12 schools



LITERACY STANDARDIZATION PROJECT: FRENCH IMMERSION 
SCHOOLS
YEAR 1 2022-2023 Term 1: 

September
Term 2: January Term 3: May

Grade 1 208 students 210 students 211 students

Grade 2 187 students 191 students 192 students

Grade 3 196 students 204 students 205 students

YEAR 2 2023-2024 Term 1: 
September

Term 2: January Term 3: May

Grade 1 140 students 145 students 131 students

Grade 2 137 students 200 students 199 students 

Grade 3 127 students 174 students 178 students

*Year 1: 8 schools

*Year 2: 6 schools



LITERACY STANDARDIZATION PROJECT: FRANCOPHONE 
SCHOOLS
YEAR 1 2022-2023 Term 1: September Term 2: January Term 3: May

Grade 1 89 students 103 students 103 students

Grade 2 116 students 132 students 132 students, 

Grade 3 159 students 172 students 173 students

*Year 1: 6 schools



NORMATIVE TABLES



RELIABILITY

● Test-retest for Word Chains and SPM with a subsample of our participants 
English: 128 in Grade 1, 129 in Grade 2, and 121 in Grade 3; 
Francophone: 76 in Grade 1, 81 in Grade 2, and 85 in Grade 3; and 
French Immersion: 75 in Grade 1, 81 in Grade 2, and 79 in Grade 3 

All test-retest reliability coefficients higher than .85 (the highest being .96)

● Cronbach’s alpha for LeNS and CC-3 higher than .92



VALIDITY EVIDENCE

● We administered three established measures (TOWRE real words, TOWRE nonwords and TOSREC to 
a sub-sample of our participants. 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8.

1. WRE 1

2. PDE 0.803 1

3. TOSREC 0.846 0.718 1

4. LENS Sound 0.727 0.621 0.590 1

5. CC3 Reg Words 0.806 0.769 0.749 0.671 1

6. CC3 Irreg Words 0.908 0.755 0.842 0.708 0.832 1

7. CC3 Non-Words 0.646 0.721 0.658 0.628 0.862 0.673 1

8. Sentence Matching 0.876 0.734 0.877 0.698 0.777 0.881 0.668 1

9. Word Chains 0.741 0.690 0.733 0.552 0.693 0.715 0.655 0.760



GENERATED REPORT



IN AN IDEAL WORLD

CC-3         
(accuracy)

Word Chains 
(fluency)

SPM 
(comprehension)

Student 1 106 113 81

Student 2 75 86 85

Student 3 108 95 88

Child’s Reading X-Ray



64 PA + Phonics lessons
16 review lessons









ONGOING TRAINING FOR 
OUR TEACHERS



THANK YOU
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