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Essential Question

What information and 
support do I need to 
ensure successful student 
movement into skilled 
trade careers?

Reflection…





Career Education Foundations

How is career 
education 
integrated in 
Alberta schools?

ChatGPT, January 27, 2026



Core Career Education Experiences

building 
confidence, 
flexibility, and 
lifelong 
learning skills

preparing for 
the future
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Supporting every educator 
in every classroom
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Integrated 
CEFL with CTF
(semestered)



Career Explorations & Financial Literacy
Grade 7 - 9 (10)

Career Exploration: Purposeful exploration of 
past and present experiences can support a 
healthy work-life balance, contribute to 
self-knowledge, and assist in navigating transitions 
while pursuing career and educational goals.

Career Opportunities: Volunteer or 
work-integrated learning experiences can 
influence career development and promote 
world-of-work and community interactions.

Financial Literacy: Informed financial decision 
making contributes to the well-being of 
individuals, groups, and communities.

ALBERTA CURRICULUM

#
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en/gfc/CEFL


Career Explorations & Financial Literacy
Grade 7

CAREER EXPLORATION
Students explore self-image in relation to career 
aspirations.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Students examine the influence of experiences on 
employment preferences.

FINANCIAL LITERACY
Students investigate personal finance.

ALBERTA CURRICULUM

#
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en/gfc/CEFL


Career Explorations & Financial Literacy
Grade 8

CAREER EXPLORATION
Students relate self-awareness to the development 
of career goals.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Students investigate the role of experiences in the 
evaluation of career possibilities.

FINANCIAL LITERACY
Students identify strategies for financial well-being.

ALBERTA CURRICULUM

#
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en/gfc/CEFL


Career Explorations & Financial Literacy
Grade 9

CAREER EXPLORATION
Students apply self-awareness to career 
exploration.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Students relate experiences and employment 
opportunities to career pathways.

FINANCIAL LITERACY
Students examine financial security.

ALBERTA CURRICULUM

#
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en/gfc/CEFL








Career & Technology Foundations
(Gr. 5-9)

● Five Occupational Clusters:

● Business

● Communication

● Human Services

● Resources

● Technology

Career and Technology Foundations (CTF) is an 
Alberta curriculum for students in grades 5 to 9 
designed to help them explore their interests, 
passions, and skills while making connections to 
career possibilities. It focuses on hands-on learning 
through challenges, allowing students to develop skills 
in five main clusters, mirroring the Career and 
Technology Studies (CTS) program in high school. 

#


CALM - Career and Life Management

Themes
● Personal Choices

○ Health and Wellness 
● Resources Choices

○ Financial Literacy
● Career and Life Choices

○ Career Planning





Credits awarded to Central Alberta Students 2021 - 2024 (three years). 

#


Credits awarded to Central Alberta Students 2021 - 2024 (three years). 

#


Programming Goals 

Transferable Skills 
from Case Studies

Transitioning to 
Big Picture for 
Students and 
Families

ChatGPT, January 27, 2026



Skilled Trade Careers - 
Choices After High 
School



Getting In

26

Meet Requirements

Entrance Exams

Entrance 
Accommodations



27aplc.ca

http://aplc.ca
http://aplc.ca
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High School 
Pathways

29

CTS Apprenticeship
Pathway 

Registered 
Apprenticeship 
Program (RAP)
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http://aplc.ca
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Apprenticeship
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On-the-job Training

AIT Industry Exam

Technical Training



Apprenticeship
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Certificate
Diploma
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Technician & 
Technology Programs

Entrance Requirements 
Prior Learning 
Assessment 
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http://aplc.ca
http://aplc.ca


Pre-employment
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Pre-employment 
Programs

Entrance Requirements
Prior Learning 
Assessment



36aplc.ca

http://aplc.ca
http://aplc.ca


Work Pathway
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Previous Work 
Experience in the 
Trade

Previous Training in 
the Trade 
(Non-accredited)



38aplc.ca

http://aplc.ca
http://aplc.ca


Successful Movement - The Other Parts

What base skills 
support 
successful 
movement into 
skilled trades?

ChatGPT, January 27, 2026



Successful Movement - The Other Parts
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Digital/Computer Skills

Application Readiness

Accounts

Basic Career Skills

Essential Workplace Readiness



What’s in My Starter Kit?

● Resume / Cover Letter
● Online Application Skills
● Ability to Upload Documents

● Understand Sponsorship/
Employer Process

● Basic Job Search Skills

● Personal Email
● Alberta.ca / mypass
● Alberta Student Number

MyTradesecrets Portal Access (SIN # & Online Payment Method)

http://alberta.ca


Career Progressions - A Guiding Document

01

02

03 Career Experiences

Career Pathway Planning

Personal Career 
Exploration

04 Entrepreneurialism



Career Progressions Continued

Acknowledgement: This guide was developed by The Consortium (Alberta 
Professional Learning Consortium) to support implementation. It is freely provided in 
support of improved teaching and learning under the following Creative Commons 
license: CC BY-NC-SA 4.0

Career Progressions - new LearnAlberta
Career education ensures students are prepared with the relevant and timely learning 
opportunities required to transition into meaningful and sustainable pathways in 
post-secondary education and the workforce. Career progressions are combinations of 
knowledge, skills, and characteristics that students may demonstrate by the end of the 
divisional age range.
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Big Picture for Students and Families

Strat
egic 
budge
ting
Decrease avg 
time-to-hire by 
20%. Achieve 50% 
participation in 
leadership program. 
XX 4

Being 
adaptabl
e is a key 
life skill

Strat
egic 
budge
ting
Decrease avg 
time-to-hire by 
20%. Achieve 50% 
participation in 
leadership program. 
XX 3

Careers 
change 
over time

Strat
egic 
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ting
Decrease avg 
time-to-hire by 
20%. Achieve 50% 
participation in 
leadership program. 
XX 2

Exploring 
many 
options is 
encourage
d

Strat
egic 
budge
ting
Decrease avg 
time-to-hire by 
20%. Achieve 50% 
participation in 
leadership program. 
XX 1

Learning 
about 
yourself 
is 
importan
t

ChatGPT, February 2, 2026
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Supporting Skilled Trade Careers Conversations

Effective Strategies for Productive 
Conversations 

● Lead with outcomes, not opinions

● Use credible evidence and examples

● Reframe trades as equal, not alternative

Skilled Trades - Strong Career Possibilities 
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Lead with 
outcomes, 
not opinions
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Use credible 
evidence and 
examples
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Reframe skilled 
trades as equal, 
not alternative



Supporting Conversations
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CHANCE 
EVENTS

ADAPTABILITY

LEARNING 
FROM 

UNCERTAINTY

ECONOMIC 
SHIFTS

RESILIENCE

PERSONAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES



Resources Supporting 
Students Going Into 
Skilled Trade Careers



Essential Question

How prepared do you 
believe your system is to 
meet the career 
exploration planning and 
programming of your 
students moving into 
skilled trade careers?

Reflection…



Tools & 
Resources



Resources Supporting 
Students Going Into 
Skilled Trade Careers


