
Altario School

Altario Agriculture Academy



Short Bio
• Husband, Father

• Principal, Altario School

• Director of Innovation

• Volunteer Firefighter

• Agriculture Society

• Lions Club

• Classroom Size and 
Complexity Cabinet 
Committee



Plan

• Altario School 

• Altario Agriculture Academy

• CTF

• CTS/Dual Credit/Career 
Pathways

• Data



Symbol of Rural Schools



Numbers 
Matter
• 2014-2015 – 49 

students

• 2019-2020 – 33 
students (projected)



Community Vision



Purpose

► Altario Agriculture Academy was in 2017 
established to sustain a school and revitalize a 
community.

► Focus on:
► Career Pathways in Agriculture
► Food Security
► Financial Literacy



A New Symbol



Garden



Steer



Barn



Auction



$39,585



Community Vision 2021



Where Are We Today?

• Back when I was in fifth grade, the Agriculture 
Program was just a little community garden where 
my mom and I would help water the crops. Then 
came the barn. The garden grew into an arena 
where livestock could be raised and cared for. 
Then the Growcer was added. Every year, it kept 
growing. Just like us. There’s something quietly 
poetic about that–about the way this program 
evolved, and about how we’ve evolved alongside 
it.

• It would be a mistake to think that agriculture is 
only for those planning a future in farming. This 
program gives you so much more than that. It 
teaches responsibility, resilience, patience, and 
hope–qualities that apply to every path in life. -
Mark Mazur, Valedictorian 2025





Cattle



Pigs



Sheep



Dog “Ellie”



Chickens



Bees



Hydroponics



Strawberries!



Fodder



CTF



Links

• altarioagriculture.plrd.ab.ca

• careerpathways.plrd.ab.ca

careerpathways.plrd.ab.ca
careerpathways.plrd.ab.ca


Accomodations



Data

• 70 Students

• 49% of students outside 
catchment area

• 17% of students are new 
immigrants

• 100% graduation rate

• 96% post-secondary rate

• $80,000 in sales

• $10,000 in scholarships



Data Continued…

• Student Learning 
Engagement – 96%

• Student Citizenship – 99%

• PAT Acceptable 89%

• PAT Excellence 21%

• Diploma Acceptable 93%

• Diploma Excellence 22%

• Education Quality – 96%

• Welcoming, Caring, 
Respectful – 98%

• Access to Supports and 
Services – 98%

• Parental Involvement 98% 



Steps for 
Success

Invested Community

Dedicated Staff

Champions of the Program

Amazing Students

A Culture of  Yes



Thank You and Please Stop By
Kevin Van Lagen
403-575-9247

kevin.vanlagen@plrd.ab.ca


